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Focus of workshop 

The workshop is part of the Swedish–South African research initiation programme 

‘Recycling and remixing practices of artefacts and texts’ (REPRACT) financed by The 

Swedish Foundation for International Cooperation in Research and Higher Education 

(STINT). The programme is co-ordinated by Arlene Archer and Anders Björkvall. The Cape 

Town workshop is the second in a series of three workshops in which the first took place in 

Stockholm in May 2014 and the last will take place in London in June 2015. 

The focus of social semiotics is directed toward the intersection of social practices and 

materiality (Björkvall and Karlsson, 2011). The workshop in Cape Town focuses on the 

semiotics of artefacts in education. It explores technologies of learning, resemiotization in 

relation to materiality, assessment of multimodal artefacts, objects as mediating learning, 

objects and critical commentary, and the display of artefacts. These issues are explored in a 

range of domains, including engineering, health sciences, architecture, primary school 

classrooms, museums, and the fields of design and marketing.  

 

Aims of workshop 

This workshop aims to  

 explore the relevance of a multimodal approach for educators working with 

materiality and objects in a range of contexts; 



 construct a multimodal lens for looking at communication through artefacts in 

particular disciplines; 

 think about future possible collaborations between South African and Swedish 

researchers around artefacts and materiality. 

 

Programme 

9.00 – 9.15  Introduction 

   Arlene Archer and Anders Björkvall 

 

9.15 – 10.00   Upcycling as branding: a social semiotic approach 

   Anders Björkvall and Arlene Archer 

 

10.00 – 10.30   Assessing multimodal artefacts 

   Safia Salaam 

 

10.30 – 10.45  Sami artefacts as commodity 

Gustav Westberg 

 

10.45 – 11.00  Objects, learning and play 

Rachel Weiss  

 

11.00 – 11.30   Tea 

 

11.30 – 13.00   Technologies and materiality 

Zach Simpson 

 

Objects as mediating learning 

Brandon Bussy 

 

Artefacts and embodiment 

Safia Salaam 

 

Architecture: objects as precedent 

Nicola Pallit 

 

Book versus screen 

Cheng-Wen Huang 

 

Notebooks as objects 

David Ker 

 

Objects on display 

Medee Rall 

 

13.00 – 13.30  Summarize issues emerging and way forward 

 

Suggested reading 

Björkvall, Anders & Karlsson, Anna-Malin. 2011. The materiality of discourses and the  

semiotics of materials. A social perspective on the meaning potentials of written texts and 

furniture. Semiotica. 187. S. 141–165. 


